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writing a letter to consider first how long it is since they read
Housman, and what age they were at the time, for he is a poet
who appeals especially to adolescence, and adolescence is a period
when one's reaction to a writer is often dictated by what one is
looking for, rather than what is there? At least let them read
a few consecutive poems over and see if they are as good as they
once seemed. I think Housman wrote a certain quantity of
admirable rhetorical verse, a few beautiful lyrics, and some
lovely occasional lines and stanzas, but I still think there is
about him something emotionally vulgar and shallow which is
reflected in the monotony of his versification and the poverty of
his diction. I think he will always have a place, for his good
things, in late Victorian poetry, but I shall continue to maintain
that he is greatly overrated.
CYRIL CONNOLLY.
Ghekea, May-June 1956.